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Our Mission: To empower all students to become contributing members of society 
equipped with the skills, knowledge, and values necessary to meet the challenges of a 
changing world. 

Our Vision: Amphitheater schools and facilities are places where students thrive 
academically; places parents want their children to go; places where highly skilled people 
work; and places community members respect because of the high student achievement, 
caring environment, and focus on individual needs. 

 GOVERNING BOARD 

Deanna M. Day, M.Ed., President 

Jo Grant, Vice President 

Kent Paul Barrabee, Ph.D. 

Julie Cozad, M.Ed. 

Scott A. Leska 

  

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 

Patrick Nelson, Superintendent 

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D., Associate to the Superintendent/General Counsel 

Monica Nelson, Associate Superintendent, School Operations 

Scott Little, Chief Financial Officer 

  

POLICY NOTIFICATION STATEMENT  

The Board is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in relation to race, color, 
religion/religious beliefs, age, national origin, sexual orientation, creed, citizenship status, 
marital status, political beliefs/affiliation, disability, home language, family, social, or 
cultural background.  This policy will prevail in all matters concerning staff members, 
students, the public, educational programs and services, and individuals with whom the 
Board does business. 

We value diversity, 

creativity, curiosity, 

diligence, achievement, 

honesty, caring, fairness, 

respectfulness and service 

to the community. 
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NO EXCUSES UNIVERSITY at AMPHITHEATER MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Tassi Call, Principal 

Phil Tilicki, Assistant Principal 

JJ Letts, Instructional Support Assistant 

 

 
 

Jeff Grant  

 
 

 
August 6, 2015 
 
 
To the Students and Parents of Amphi Middle School: 
 
This handbook is designed to provide helpful information and to let you know how you can 
make the best of what our school has to offer.  Please read it with care; we encourage each 
family to review it together.  Although AMS encourages the development of individual talents 
and respects the right of every student to his or her own opinion, there must be commonly 
accepted standards of behavior and communication.  These are published in this handbook.  The 
school assumes that you will read them, understand them, and, by your presence in the school, 
intend to maintain them.  
 
Our school believes that respect of other people, honesty, and courtesy are fundamental and the 
expected standard for behavior.  Working together with an attitude of cooperation and mutual 
understanding, make for a successful school community.  We trust that each student will help in 
making this reality. 
 
Like any good school AMS is always evolving.  Every year the Student/Parent Handbook is 
reviewed and revised to reflect important changes.  The care that goes into creating and editing 
this handbook reflects the thoughtfulness and creative thinking that goes into designing the 
entire middle school program.  Please take time to read and understand the policies and 
guidelines contained in this handbook. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tassi Call 
Principal 

 
Amphitheater High • Canyon del Oro High • Ironwood Ridge High 

Amphitheater Middle School • Coronado K-8 School • Cross Middle School • La Cima Middle School • Wilson K-8 School  

Copper Creek Elementary • Donaldson Elementary • Harelson Elementary • Holaway Elementary • Keeling Elementary • Mesa Verde Elementary   

Nash Elementary • Painted Sky Elementary • Prince Elementary • Rio Vista Elementary • Walker Elementary • Rillito Center  

GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Patrick Nelson 

        Jo Grant 
      Vice President 

    Deanna M. Day, M.Ed.  
                  Vice President 

Kent Paul Barrabee, Ph.D. 

 

    701 W. Wetmore Road      Tucson, AZ  85705      (520) 696-5000      TDD (520) 696-5055 

Scott A. Leska 

 

   Julie Cozard, M.Ed. 
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SSTTUUDDEENNTT  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN  
 

 

--  ATHLETICS -  

AMS ATHLETIC CALENDAR FOR 2015-2016 
 

  Season I 
08/06-10/9 

Season II 
10/19-12/17 

Season III 
01/04-03/11 

Season IV 
03/21-05/19 

Grade Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

6th 

Grade 

Cross Country 
Tennis 

Cross Country 
Tennis 

  Wrestling  Track & Field Track & Field 

7th 

Grade 

Cross Country 
Football 
Tennis 

Cross Country 
Softball 
Tennis 

Basketball Soccer Soccer 
Wrestling 

Basketball Track & Field 
Baseball 

Track & Field 
Volleyball 

8th 

Grade 

Cross Country 
Football 
Tennis 

Cross Country 
Softball 
Tennis 

Basketball Soccer Soccer  
Wrestling 

Basketball Track & Field 
Baseball 

Track & Field 
Volleyball 

 

PURPOSE OF THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM 
Amphitheater Interscholastic Participants are known for their positive determination, hard 
work, and competitiveness. Over the years, Amphitheater Public Schools has developed one 
of the state's finest interscholastic activity programs and traditions. Many of our teams have 
been recognized at the local, state and national level for their outstanding interscholastic 
achievements. 
 
Interscholastic activities play an integral part of a student's overall educational experience. 
The Amphitheater Public School District has taken great pride in producing a quality 
educational experience and a ... "Tradition of Excellence." In building upon this tradition the 
District supports continuing professional development through coaching education. 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Amphitheater Public Schools Interscholastic Program is to provide an 
opportunity for all students to develop and use interscholastic participation in an 
environment that provides meaningful positive competition, enhances physical and mental 
well being and teaches those values that are found within the Six Pillars of Character... 

 
TRUSTWORTHINESS 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

FAIRNESS 
CARING 

CITIZENSHIP 
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Philosophy 
Our philosophy is to encourage a high level of excellence through the emotional, physical, 
and intellectual development of each student. The Amphitheater Public School District shall 
establish a comprehensive interscholastic program of student activities. Student 
participation in a variety of activities should be encouraged 
 

Beliefs 
We believe that: 
  

 Interscholastic participation encourages a healthy lifestyle by enhancing the physical 
and  mental well-being of a student  

 Interscholastic participation is an integral part of our educational program 
Interscholastic programs must teach positive values 

 Life-long learning is an important component of interscholastic participation 
Interscholastic programs provide opportunities for all students 

  Interscholastic competition provides students an appropriate place to develop and 
use  their skill in a structured environment  Meaningful positive competition is 
healthy 

PARTICIPATION 
 

All students who participate in after-school sports must have on file a current physical 
form filled out by a doctor and an emergency card signed by a parent.  These forms are 
available in the office.  There is a participation fee for each sport.  Those students who 
qualify for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program must request a fee waiver when 
completing their Food Program Application. 
 

 Students may not attend a game or practice if they have been absent from school that 
day. 

 
 Students must be picked up after practice no later than 5:00 p.m., so that coaches and 

staff know all students are safely on their way home. 
 

 Students may not attend a game or practice if after school detention has been 
assigned. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 
 

Student athletes who are involved with weapons, drugs, alcohol, assault, fighting, extortion, 
tobacco, and/or arson will automatically be dismissed from the team for the rest of that 
season or the following nine weeks if the offense occurs during the last season.  If there is a 
second offense, the student will not be allowed to participate on a team for an entire 
calendar year. 
Students who are in-school or out-of-school suspended will not be eligible to participate in 
school athletic contests during the time of suspension. 
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Before a student’s initial participation in a specific activity, eligibility of that student shall be 
based upon the student’s grade average from the prior semester prior to that initial 
participation.  Thereafter, a student’s academic eligibility shall be determined using the 
cumulative grade average from each nine-week grading period. 
 
A student who has a grade average below 2.0, or who receives a failing grade in any class in 
which the student was enrolled the previous grading period, is ineligible. 
 
If an “F” is earned on a report card, the student cannot compete in games for five weeks.  
However, he/she may practice.  An academic check will occur during the fifth week.  A 
student regains eligibility on the Tuesday following reevaluation, provided that the student: 
1) has achieved a grade average of 2.0 or better; 2) has received passing grades in all classes 
in which the student is enrolled, and 3) has maintained attendance and disciplinary 
standards as described above.  Grades received on the final report card for the year 
determine eligibility status for the following school year. 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
Amphitheater Middle School participates in county and state Special Olympics.  Eligible 
athletes train after school throughout the school year.  Special Olympic students enter 
swimming, bowling, and track and field events. 
 

- ATTENDANCE - 
 

Good attendance is essential for academic success. 
    

Attendance is a parental responsibility. Absences MUST be reported NO LATER than 
4:30 p.m. on the day of the absence. Parents will receive an automated voice message when 
your child is not in attendance. For this purpose it is important that parents provide the 
office with current daytime home, work, and message phone numbers. 

ABSENCES 
  

Excused absences will only be allowed due to illness or planned family absence.  More than 
three (3) consecutive days of absence due to illness may require documentation from a 
medical practitioner. School procedures relating to student attendance are: 
 

 Parents or guardians are to call the office EACH DAY a student is absent. Parents  
     MUST call before 4:30 p.m. The answering machine, 696-6320, is on 24 hours. 
 

      It is the student’s responsibility to request missing work upon return to school 
 If your child is absent two or more days, you may request class assignments from the 

office. The assignments will be available the following day after school.  Requests for 
homework for an excused absence should be made at the time you report the 
student's absence. If you request homework on the recorder, please leave student's 
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first and last name, grade level the reason for the absence (illness, doctor, etc.) then 
ask for homework.  

  Students who have been absent during the school day are NOT eligible to 
participate in, or attend any school or extra-curricular activity that takes place the 
same day.  This includes all sports, dances, award assemblies, and promotion 
ceremonies. 

  Students are dropped from our enrollment after 10 consecutive unverified absences. 
 The school reserves the right to make decisions as to whether or not an absence will 

be considered excused.  It is recommended that parents check with the attendance 
office ahead of time concerning questions as to whether or not an absence will be 
excused. 

PLANNED ABSENCES 
For planned absences, a special “Planned Absence” form must be obtained through the 
office.  This form requires written approval of the absence by parents, teachers, and school 
administration prior to the absence. 
 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 
Amphitheater Middle School believes that the attainment of academic excellence requires a 
student to attend school on a regular basis. 

 

 Absence Defined- An absence is defined as a student’s non-attendance in his/her 
classroom for more than ½ of the school day. 

 

 Excused Absence- Any absence due to illness, vacation, death in the family, religious 
observance, accidents, or other unusual circumstances may be excused, provided a 
telephone call or note from the parent/guardian is received by 4:00 p.m. the day of 
the absence.  School personnel may require further documentation, e.g. a doctor’s 
excuse, to substantiate the reason for the absence. 

 

 Unexcused Absence- Until determined otherwise, through a parent/guardian 
telephone call to the school and/or a written excuse from parent/guardian, every 
absence will be considered unexcused.  If a student leaves school during the school 
day and fails to check out through the attendance or nurse’s office prior to leaving 
school, and the absence is not otherwise permitted, such absence will be an 
unexcused absence. 

 

TARDINESS 
 
Part of having uninterrupted instructional time includes having all students in class ready 
with materials and on time.  A student coming to class tardy causes a disruption for the 
teacher and the other students in class.  If a student arrives late to school, they are marked 
“tardy” regardless of the reason.  A “tardy” is defined as any lateness that is not excused by 
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a parent or a note from a doctor/dentist and brought in to the attendance clerk.  Tardy 
students must check into the office before going on campus. 
 

Student will receive a consequence per the code of conduct for Tardies. 
 
Excessive Tardies (15 or more in a 9 week grading period) will result in an in school 
suspension (ISS) 

WITHDRAWALS 
 

Students will be withdrawn from school when a parent or guardian come to the office and 
sign a formal withdrawal form.  Students are required to carry a withdrawal form to all of 
their classes for withdrawal grades, to the library for book clearance and to the nurse for 
any medications.  A withdrawal clearance form will be issued, unless the student has any 
outstanding fees, missing library/textbooks or PE uniform, musical instruments or any 
other school property. 

Students are withdrawn from school after 10 consecutive unverified days. 
 

- BICYCLES - 
 

Bicycles ridden to school must be locked on the bike rack during school hours.  A lock is 
required for each bike.  Students are not to lock bikes together. 
 

- BOOKS AND SUPPLIES -  
 

Students will be furnished with books. Students must pay for lost or damaged books.   
Students will not be issued new school books or supplies until they replace or pay for 
missing items. 
 

A supply list is given out at registration, please see the front office if you need an additional 
copy. 

- BUS BEHAVIOR -  
 

RIDING ON SCHOOL BUSES IS A PRIVILEGE, NOT A RIGHT 
 

School buses and other district vehicles are provided as a service to district students and 
persons responsible for the students.  In order to ensure the safety of all passengers, proper 
conduct is required.  Video taping will occur at random during the school year on your 
students’ route.   A summary of expected behaviors on school buses and other district 
vehicles is presented below.  A full listing of School Bus Regulations can be obtained from 
the school principal or the transportation department.  Additional disciplinary rules are 
contained in the District’s Student Code of Conduct.  Remember, school bus transportation 
is a privilege, not a right; school bus transportation can be suspended for willful 
misconduct or endangering the overall safety of the school bus or its occupants. 
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SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS 
The following regulations apply to all school buses operated by Amphitheater Public 
Schools: 

 

 The bus driver is in complete charge of his vehicle and must be obeyed by all 
students who ride on his bus.  His authority extends to both loading and unloading.      

 All adult passengers such as coaches, teachers, monitors, etc. are also under the 
authority  of the school bus driver. 

 A time schedule shall be kept in the bus.  Stops not on the schedule shall not be made   
without the authorization of the Transportation Department, except in the case of 
emergency. 

 All pupils must be seated on the bus they are riding and remain seated, facing the 
front of  the bus, while the bus is in motion. 

 Pupils are not to extend hands, arms, heads, or any objects through the bus window. 

 Pupils are not to eat ice cream, candy, food, soft drinks, etc. on a bus. 

 Pupils are not to throw, shoot, project any type of object while on a bus. 

 A pupil must have written permission to leave the bus at a stop other than the usual 
stop or at school. 

 Pupils will make every effort to: 
o Keep the buses clean 
o Be courteous to the driver and other pupils 
o Practice safe habits in waiting for a bus, getting on and off a bus, and riding a 

bus. 
o Never to use loud, vulgar, profane language on a bus 

 Pupils, when unloading from a bus and crossing to the left side of the road or street, 
shall  
pass in front of bus. 

 There shall be no smoking, or use of any tobacco product, by any passenger on a bus. 

 Animals, insects or reptiles shall not be transported in a school bus. 

 Glass items shall not be transported in a school bus. 

 Weapons of any sort, explosives, fireworks, smoke or stink bombs or any other 
dangerous objects shall not be transported in a school bus. 

 Musical instruments may not occupy needed seating space.  No instrument shall be 
placed in the driver’s compartment or step-well.  All instruments carried by students 
shall be under their control at all times and carried in the lap between seats, or in a 
vacant seat properly secured.  The aisle is not be blocked at any time. 

 Pupils, who refuse to obey the directions of a bus driver promptly or to obey 
regulations, may be deprived of the privilege of riding to and from school on a bus. 
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- CAFETERIA & SNACK BAR -  
STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE CAMPUS DURING 

LUNCH 
  

Free breakfast will be served to ALL students in their first period classroom. The school 
cafeteria also offers a variety of lunch options including a salad bar, pizza line, hamburger 
line and a changing menu line.  Snack items are offered through the Snack Bar. 
 

Breakfast …………………………...FREE (Served in 1st period class to ALL     
STUDENTS.) 
Lunch  …………………………………………………………………………………..  $2.35 
Approved Reduced ……………………………………………   …………………     $ 0.40 
Individual Juice …………………………………………    ……………………….       $0.50 
Extra Milk ………………………………………………   …………………………...   $0.50 

 

Every student is eligible to submit an application for free and reduced breakfast and lunch.  
Inquire at the office or cafeteria for these forms. 
  

2015-2016 Lunch Schedules: 
M, T, W, F 12:38-1:12 
Thursday 12:05-12:39  

 

Food must remain in the cafeteria and ramada area.  No food or drinks should be on the 
fields at lunchtime.  During lunch students can have access to the cafeteria, library, 
courtyard, sports field. Students must be in supervised areas at all times.  Appropriate 
behavior is expected. 
 

- CLOSED CAMPUS POLICY - 
 

Students may not leave campus during school hours for any reason unless a parent or 
designee comes to the school and signs the student out with the attendance clerk. 

- COUNSELING SERVICES - 
 

The school counselors are available for students needing assistance with personal problems, 
school schedules, classroom problems, etc.   
 
Parents are also encouraged to contact the counselor with their concerns about students and 
to schedule conferences with teachers. 
 

-  
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- DISCIPLINE - 
 

The following definitions are intended to clarify disciplinary actions used with the 
Amphitheater District Student Code of Conduct.  Parent or guardian contact either by 
telephone or mail will be made in every incident in which a student violates one or more of 
the listed rules.  Consequences will vary depending on the severity of the infraction.  
Consequences for general classroom misbehaviors will intensify if misbehaviors continue. 
 

AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION 
 

After school detention is held from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Students must report to the 
Behavior Intervention Room immediately after school.  Students are required to bring 
homework or reading materials to detention.  A late bus will leave the school at 5:00 p.m. If 
student does not attend assigned after-school detention, further disciplinary action will be 
assigned.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION ROOM/IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION (I.S.S) 
 

An administrator may refer students who need to be removed from class due to the 
disruption of the educational environment, violent behavior, or zero tolerance offenses 
(threats and intimidation, endangering others, fighting, assault, drugs/alcohol, arson, or 
severe defiance) to the Behavior Intervention Room.  Lunch will be eaten in the Behavior 
Intervention Room.  
 

An uncooperative attitude may lengthen the duration or result in more severe 
consequences.  Every effort will be made to contact a parent prior to a student’s assignment 
to the Behavior Intervention Room.  

LONG TERM SUSPENSION/EXPULSION 
 

Long Term Suspension may be up to 180 days.  Expulsion is permanent exclusion from 
Amphitheater School District.  The Governing Board and its hearing officer on 
recommendations from school administration determine both consequences. 

MANDATORY DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 
 

In most matters of discipline, schools are given the authority to determine disciplinary 
consequences.  However, violations of the Student Code of Conduct involving weapons, 
drugs or alcohol, assault, extortion, and arson pose a serious threat to the safety and welfare 
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of students and/or staff.  Therefore, the Governing Board has directed mandatory 
consequences for violation in those areas. 
 

At Amphitheater Middle School any student involved with weapons, drugs, alcohol, 
assault, extortion, and arson will be referred for a long-term suspension hearing and a 
police report will be made.  There are circumstances, which may also require that a police 
officer remove a student from school premises and take him/her to juvenile detention. 

OFFICE REFERRALS 

 

Students will be removed from class for disruptive, disrespectful behavior and disruption of 
the educational process. When a student needs to be removed from a class, an administrator 
will facilitate the disciplinary action.  The severity of the misbehavior will determine the 
consequence. 

OUT OF SCHOOL SUSPENSION 
 

During the suspension period the student is not to be on the campus or to attend any school 
activities.  The attendance secretary should be contacted at 696-6320 to arrange for 
homework. Out of school suspension may be assigned for up to 9 school days.  

RESTITUTION 
 

Offenses dealing with destruction, theft or loss of property may require that the student 
make payment or replace the item.  A police referral will also be made. 
 

- DRESS CODE - 
  

Disciplinary action will be taken by teachers and the administration when students fail 
to adhere to the school dress code. 

 

Blouses, shirts, and tops must be long enough to cover the midriff at all times. 
Students must wear shoes (not slippers) at school and when attending school activities. 
Students are not allowed to wear hats, and/or sunglasses inside buildings. 
 

Any form of clothing or jewelry displaying the following is not allowed at school or at any 
school activity: 

 vulgar, obscene, or profane words, sayings and/or pictures  

 tobacco products, alcohol products, legal or illegal drugs 

 sexual innuendoes, and/or sexually suggestive pictures or words  

 gang-related article of dress or adornment  
 

The following list is offered as a guideline to use in determining what is appropriate at 
school.  The list includes, but is not limited to the following: 
 



NOT PERMITTED: 
 

BOYS   
     

1.  Undershirts  
 
2. Hats may be worn outside ONLY  
 
3. Pants not properly pulled up around 
the waist – wear a belt!  
 
4. Oversized “baggy pants 
 
5. Sleep Wear (Example: pajama pants, 
slippers) 
 

GIRLS 
 

1.  Tank Tops w/ straps less than two 
inches  
2. No Bandanas 
 
3. Midriff or Halter Tops  
 
4. Any revealing clothes” (example: shirts 
and skirts that are too short or cut too 
low) 
5. Sleep Wear (Example: pajama pants, 
slippers) 
             

-  

- ELECTRONIC DEVICES -  
 

 Student may have their electronic devices at school.  If an electronic device is used during 
class hours, it will be confiscated and a parent will be require to pick it up. 
 
 
 

- EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES - 
 

Throughout the school year, students will have a number of athletic contests academic 
competitions, school activities, and social events in which to participate.  Many activities 
take place after school, but some are in the evening.  Students are responsible for making 
sure their parents are aware of their activities, for receiving parental approval for their 
participation, and for making transportation arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS 
 

Students can be involved in a number local and national academic competitions throughout 
the school year.  These include: 
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         District Spelling Bee            State Poetry Contest 
                    MESA               Mathcounts 
           Odyssey of the Mind            Geography Bee 

         Vex Robotics             Future Problem Solvers 
 

AVID-ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION 
 

AVID is an academic, regularly scheduled elective class, during the school day, based on 
writing as a tool of learning, the inquiry method, and collaborative grouping.  The three 
main components of the program are: 

 Academic Instruction 

 Tutorial Support 

 Motivational Activities 
AVID students are students in the middle, capable of completing a college preparatory path 
with support.  These students after are not realizing their full potential academically.  In the 
identification process a number of criteria are considered, including: 

 State Testing 

 2.0-3.5 GPA 

 Citizenship 

 Attendance 

 Desire and Determination 

 First in the Family to Attend College 

 Historically Underrepresented in 4-year colleges/universities 

 Economically Disadvantaged 

 Other Special Circumstances 
 

Student can be referred by a teacher or parent or themselves.  Selection occurs at the end of 
the school year for placement during the next school year.  Applications and interviews are 
available beginning in April and selection is made before the end of the school year.  Only 
50 students at each grade level will be selected to participate in this program.  

 
CAMP CHIRICAHUA (8TH GRADE) 

 

While at Southwest Research Station, students will engage in a variety of science-based 
activities.  We will observe many different types of plants and animals, and students will 
learn to take field notes.  Tucson Audubon Society will loan us binoculars to facilitate this.  
Students will conduct simple animal behavior experiments, and perhaps be able to 
accompany visiting scientists as they do their work. With the cooperation of local amateur 
astronomers, students will use telescopes to see celestial bodies. SWRS has a classroom that 
we will use to teach lessons about classification, using a map and compass, and hopefully 
for some guest lectures by scientists in the area.  Trip will be from April 26-April 29th, 2016.  

 

PROJECT CATALINA (7TH GRADE) 
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Project Catalina is a 7th grade 3-day educational trip to California. This trip provides 
students with hands on activities in marine biology and oceanography.   Limited to 40 
students.  Academic performance will affect eligibility. Tax credits are an acceptable 
payment for the field trip fee.  Trip will be from March 8-March 11, 2016. 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
The Amphitheater Middle School Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society  (NJHS) is a 
part of the national network of Honor Society chapters in middle school and junior high 
school across the United States. A faculty committee chooses students for membership.  The 
students are selected based on qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, character and 
citizenship. No student is inducted simply because of a high academic average.  National 
Junior Honor Society strives to recognize the total students, one who excels in all areas. 
 

Based on all grading periods, the following standards must be fulfilled: 
 

1. 3.5 GPA (or higher) 
2. Minimum of three  “O”s (Outstanding) in Citizenship and/or Work Habits, with no 

“U”s (Unsatisfactory) or “N”s (Needs Improvement) 
3. Indication of extra-curricular activities. (For example, fine arts, religious organization 

activities, after school sports, Girl or Boy Scouts, volunteer work in community 
organizations, etc.) 

4. Four recommendations from currents teachers 
5. Successful completion of required application with personal essay 

No Severe disciplinary referrals 
NJHS members will be asking to vote on various issues, discuss school concerns, offer 
solutions to problems, and provide feedback for the administration. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

There will be five major social activities in which eligible students may participate.  The 
activities are open to Amphitheater Middle School students only, unless otherwise noted. 
 

 Student ID cards are required for all school activities.   ID’s are issued at registration.   
Students will not be admitted to social activities if more than 15 minutes late.  Students 
may not leave a social event until it is over unless a parent picks them up at the door.  

 
Back to School Dance  September 11, 2015 
Winter Dance               December 11, 2014 
Sweetheart Dance      February 12, 2016 
Promotion Dance              May 13, 2016 

(This is for 8th grade students only) 
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
 

The Student Government is the policy-making unit of the student body.  Student 
Government leaders are elected representatives who demonstrate leadership and set the 
example for the rest of the students.  They work hard during the year in order to make 
Amphitheater Middle School a great school.  All students are encouraged to become 
involved in the many activities sponsored by the Student Government.  In order to be a part 
of Student Government a student must keep their grades up. 
 
Student Government representatives will be selected to meet with the Student Government.  
The Student Government will be asked to vote on various issues, discuss school concerns, 
offer solutions to problems, and provide feedback for the administration.  Student 
Government representatives or their assigned alternatives must attend the meetings, take 
notes and be prepared to discuss the issues and present the concerns of their class.  The 
responsibilities of the representatives, in addition to attending all Student Government 
meetings, are to guide new students around campus and make them feel welcome, and 
report to their teacher and classmates all pertinent Student Government information. 
 
 

- FEES - 
 

Students participating in Physical Education classes are required to dress out in a physical 
education uniform, either borrowed or purchased from the PE Department. 
 

 Physical Education Uniforms 
Gray Shirt    $ 6.00 
Black Shorts    $ 9.00 

 Athletic/PE locks (if lost)  $ 4.50 
 After school sports (per sport)           $ 35.00 
 Student ID Card     $5.00 

- GRADING - 
 

CITIZENSHIP AND WORK HABITS 
 

O = Outstanding N = Needs Improvement 
S = Satisfactory         U = Unsatisfactory 

Students that receive a “U” will be excluded from the Honor Roll. 

CONFERENCES 
 

SCHOOL WIDE STUDENT LED CONFERENCES-- OCTOBER 7-9, 2015 
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All students will lead a conference with their teachers and parents. 
 
You may schedule an appointment with a teacher any time during the school year by 
contacting that teacher or the counseling office at 696-6245. 

 

INCOMPLETES 
 

Students receiving an “incomplete” in any subject will have two (2) weeks to make up the 
grade.  After two weeks the grade automatically becomes an F. 
 
 

NO EXCUSES FAILURE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
 

Students who receive failing grades will be expected to attend our No Excuses Failure 
Prevention Program.  The Program will run Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  An activity bus will be available for your students.  You will be notified 
in writing if your child is required to attend. 
 

RETENTION 
 
Students who do not pass at least three (3) of the core subjects (i.e., Language Arts, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies) or do not pass at least 4 of the total classes for the year will be 
considered for retention 
 
Parent, teacher, student and administrator conferences for students in danger of retention 
will be held January 28th and 29th, 2016. 

 
 

LAST DAY TO TURN IN WORK FOR 8TH GRADERS IS FRIDAY, MAY 13, 2016. 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
 

Progress reports are done the 4th week of each 9-week grading period.  Every student will 
receive a progress report.  Additional reports can be requested through out the quarter by 
contacting individual teachers. Progress is available to students at all times through the 
parent portal. 

 
REPORT CARDS 

 
Report cards are mailed home within seven (7) school days after the end of the grading 
period. 
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Ending dates of grading periods: 

October 9, 2015      March 11, 2016 
December 17, 2015           May 19, 2016 

 
For each 9-week grading period, students will receive a letter grade in each core subject 
based on percentage calculated as: 

     A = (90 - 100%) Excellent           F = (0 - 59%) Failing 
     B = (80 - 89%) Above Average         I = Incomplete 
     C = (70 - 79%) Average           NM = No Mark 
     D = (60 - 69%) Below Average 

 
RECOGNITION PROGRAMS 

 
Amphitheater Middle School has developed a Student Incentive Recognition Program that 
will reward students throughout the school year for demonstrating positive behavior, 
academic achievement, and a strong work ethic (attendance, work-habits, and citizenship). 

 

AREAS OF RECOGNITION AND CRITERIA 
4.0 SCHOLARS 

 

Students who maintain a 4.0 grade average for the year will be recognized at the year-end 
Awards Ceremony. 

 

ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL  
  

A grade point average of 3.0 with no grade lower than a “C”.   
No U’s in Citizenship or Work-habits 

 

BEN’S BELLS 
 

Students may be nominated for a Ben’s Bell to hang in their first period class. Students are 
nominated by their peers for showing kindness on campus.   

 
PRINCIPAL’S HONOR ROLL 

 

A grade point average of 4.0.  
No U’s in Citizenship or Work-habits 

 

PIRATE PRIDE! 
Students who follow school wide expectations are recognized with a Pirate Pride! Slip and 
are entered into a weekly drawing for school wide recognition. 

 

JACOBS MEMORIAL 
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Awarded to an 8th grade boy and 8th grade girl who have demonstrated scholarship, 
citizenship, social service, leadership, participation, and sportsmanship in athletics. 

 
2015 Recipient: Jocelyn Clyde and Nicholas Park 

 

VALEDICTORIAN 
 

Awarded to the 8th grade student(s) with the highest grade point average. 
 

2015 Recipient: Kalista Kakou 
 

 

- GUM - 
 

Students are not permitted to have gum on campus; in the classrooms or on the fields. 
 

- HEALTH SERVICES - 
 

The School Nurse’s office at Amphi Middle School is open each day from 7:30a.m. to 
3:00p.m. and is staffed by a Registered Nurse.  The School Nurse serves as the health 
professional for the school community and provides the following services: 
 

 Illness, injury assessments and interventions 
 Identification, assessment, planning, intervention and evaluation of student 

health concerns 
 Screening for health factors impacting student education 
 Chronic disease management and education 
 Medication administration and monitoring 
 Assessment and interventions for students with mental health needs 
 Crisis team participation 
 School/community health care provider liaison 

 
If a student becomes ill or has an accident during the school day, medical care will be 
provided.  Ill or injured students are never sent home unless a parent or designated 
person comes to school and signs the student out. 
 
Occasionally the School Nurse is required to be off campus. If an emergency arises with a 
student during this time, the office, administrative, and/or educational staff will handle the 
situation, call paramedics if necessary, and notify a parent/guardian. 
 
All medications brought onto campus must be prescribed by a student’s physician and 
stored in the School Health office.  Students are not allowed to have any medications in 
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their possession with exception of asthma inhalers.  The student may carry an inhaler only 
if the Permission to Administer Medication form, signed by the parent/guardian AND family 
doctor (or a note from the doctor), is on file in the School Health Office.  Students are not 
allowed to share their medications with other students under any circumstances.  Any 
over the counter (OTC) medication must be in original unopened container and 
permission slip signed by parent/guardian. This includes Tylenol or Motrin. 
 
Immunizations –Arizona state law requires all students attending public school to be 
immunized against preventable diseases.  PRIOR to registration, all students must provide 
documented proof of proper immunization or exemption.  Students not in compliance 
with the state immunization requirements will be excluded from school until proof of 
immunity is presented. 
 

- IDENTIFICATION CARDS - 
 

Students will be issued ID cards following summer registration.  Students are required to 
wear their student ID cards at all times on a lanyard around their neck on campus.   They 
are required in order to attend all school functions, to ride the school bus, to check out 
library books and to purchase food in the cafeteria.  Lost cards may be replaced before 
school, after school, or during lunch in the office.  The replacement cost is $5.00. 

- LIBRARY SERVICES -  
 

The library is open Monday – Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  On early out Thursdays, 
the hours are 7:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Students may use the library during class if they have a 
pass from their teacher. 

-  

- LOST & FOUND– 
 

Lost and found items can be in the main office, PE area or in the cafeteria.  Students should 
avoid bringing anything of great value on campus.  Students should put their names on all 
possessions, including back packs.   Please do not leave backpacks or other belongings 
unattended. The school is not responsible for lost or stolen items if bag was left unattended.  
Students are responsible for replacement of school property that is lost or stolen, which has 
been assigned to them by the school. 

-  

- OFFICE - 
 

Office hours are 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Students should not be on campus before 7:00 a.m.   
During school hours, all students must have a pass in order to come into the office.   
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Students will find the administrators, counselor, nurse, clerical staff and ISS room (In School 
Suspension) in the main office. 
 

- PARENT PORTAL - 
 

The parent portal provides access to your child’s class progress (overall current grades), 
assignments (individual assignments grades), attendance, and or other important 
information.  The Parent Portal should allow you to see the above information for all of 
your children enrolled in the Amphitheater Public Schools.  The Parent Portal works best 
when using the Internet Explorer browser. The Mozilla Firefox browser is also compatible 
with the Parent Portal.   
 

To obtain access to the parent portal, email the school’s vice principal, Phil Tilicki, at 
ptilicki@amphi.com.  Once you have been given an account user name and password  
You may access the link to the parent portal at:  https://sisportal.amphi10.org/tsi_live/login.aspx 

 

Your user name and password will remain the same throughout your child’s enrollment at 
AMS. 
 
 
 
 

- PE LOCKERS - 
 

Students are assigned a locker and a lock in the physical education area for PE clothing.  
The locker will be assigned during the student’s PE class. Valuables should be kept locked 
up in the locker at all times. The school is not held responsible of lost or stolen items that 
are not locked in lockers.  Students should not share lockers or combinations with friends.  
 

 

- PERSONAL BELONGINGS - 
 

Amphitheater Middle School is not responsible for loss or theft of personal items brought to 
school.  Items deemed inappropriate for school will be confiscated by a staff member and 
will be released only to a parent or guardian.  A staff member may confiscate any item 
considered dangerous or disruptive to the educational process. 

 

 

 

- SAFETY DRILLS - 
 

Safety Drills are required by law and are an important safety precaution.  It is essential that 
students follow the appropriate procedures.  The teacher in each classroom will give the 
students instructions.  Students are not permitted to leave campus during a safety drill.  

mailto:ptilicki@amphi.com
https://sisportal.amphi10.org/tsi_live/login.aspx
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It is against the law to initiate a false fire alarm.   
Students who do will be referred to the police. 

 

- SKATEBOARDS - 
 

Skateboards are not to be used on campus. Students are required to arrange storage of their 
skateboard in a class or the office before school starts. 
 

- TELEPHONES - 
   

School phones may be used with permission from the office staff only before and after 
school and during lunch.  Students may use personal cell phones at lunch, before and after 
school ONLY.  Phones used in class (texting, music) will be confiscated and must be picked 
up by a parent.  
 
Messages will be taken for students only in case of an emergency.  Please make 
arrangements with your student before school.  TEACHERS and CLASSROOMS ARE 
NOT INTERRUPTED DURING CLASS TIME. 
 

If you need to communicate with a teacher, please call the teacher and leave a message. The 
teacher will return your call after instructional time. 

- VISITORS - 
 

Parents and guardians are always welcome. In order to maintain a safe environment for all 
students, faculty and staff members, visitors must sign in at the office and receive a 
visitor’s badge.  Students are not permitted to bring friends, visiting relatives, or younger 
brothers or sisters to school. 

 

-  
 
 
 
 
 

-  
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- WEB PAGE - 
 

Amphitheater Middle School has a web site on the Internet.  The web pages are updated 
frequently with information regarding school activities, student projects and athletic event 
schedules.  The URL address is http://www.amphi.com/schools/ams 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amphi.com/schools/ams
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 2015-2016 Amphi Middle School Calendar of Events  
      

 
Tue. 7/28 6th Grade Orientation      9:15 AM Gym 
Thurs. 8/6 First Day of School      7:15 AM  
Thurs. 8/20 Open House (Resource Fair 5-7 PM in Cafeteria)   6-8 PM  Advisory 
Wed. 9/2 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Mon. 9/7 NO SCHOOL - LABOR DAY   
Fri. 9/11 Welcome Back Dance      2-3 PM  Cafeteria 
 9/21-9/25 Spirit Week   
Fri. 9/25 Pep Assembly 1st Quarter      2-3 PM  Gym 
Wed. 10/7 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
 10/07-10/9 EARLY OUT- Student Lead Conferences   
 10/12-10/16 NO SCHOOL- FALL INTERSESSION   
Wed. 10/21 Honors Assembly 1st Quarter     6:00 PM Gym 
Wed. 11/4 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Wed. 11/11 NO SCHOOL- VETERAN’S DAY   
 11/16-12/14 Holiday Food Drive   
Fri. 11/20 Pep Assembly 2nd Quarter     2-3 PM  Gym 
Wed. 11/25 Kindness Day   
 11/26-11/27 NO SCHOOL- THANKSGIVING BREAK   
Wed. 12/2 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Thurs. 12/3 AVID Family Night      6:00 PM Gym 
Mon. 12/7 Winter Fine Arts Festival     6:00 PM Gym 
Fri. 12/11 Winter Dance       2-3 PM  Cafeteria 
 12/14-12/17 Final Exams   
 12/18-01/1 NO SCHOOL- WINTER BREAK   
Wed. 1/6 Science Fair       4-5:30 PM Gym 
Wed. 1/6 Honors Assembly 2nd Quarter     6:00 PM Gym 
Wed. 1/13 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Mon. 1/18 NO SCHOOL- MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY   
 1/28-1/29 Early Out-Conferences   
Wed. 2/3 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Fri. 2/5 Pep Assembly 3rd Quarter     2-3 PM  Gym 
Fri. 2/12 Valentine’s Day Dance      2-3 PM  Cafeteria 
 2/25-2/26 NO SCHOOL- RODEO    
Wed. 3/2 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
 3/8-3/11 Catalina Island/Cimi Trip 7th Grade     Catalina 
Island 
 3/14-3/18 NO SCHOOL- SPRING INTERSESSION   
Wed. 3/23 Honors Assembly 3rd Quarter     6:00 PM Gym 
Thurs. 3/24 Health Field Day        Field 
 TBD April AZ Merit TESTING   
Wed. 4/6 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
 4/11-4/15 Spirit Week   
Fri. 4/15 Pep Assembly 4th Quarter     2-3 PM  Gym 
 4/26-4/29 Chiricahua Trip-8th Grade      Portal, AZ 
Tue. 5/3 AVID Awards Ceremony      6:00 PM Gym 
Wed. 5/4 PTO/Site Council      6:00 PM Library 
Mon. 5/9 Spring Fine Arts Festival      6:00 PM Gym 
Tue. 5/10 Faculty Volleyball Match     7th & 8th Per. Gym 
 5/11-5/16 FINALS - NO FIELD TRIPS   
Fri. 5/13 Girls’ Beauty Party      3-7 PM  Room 603 
Fri. 5/13 Promotion Dance      7-9 PM  Gym 
Tue. 5/17 Awards Ceremony-8th Grade     9:00 AM Gym 
Tue. 5/17 Awards Ceremony-6th & 7th Grade    1:30 PM Gym 
Wed. 5/18 "Activity Day-6th, 7th & 8th Grade"   
Thurs. 5/19 8th Grade Promotion       8:15 AM Gym 
Thurs. 5/19 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL   


